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Frompage9 Check in and
check it out:
(From above)
TheMichael
Klim-designed
50-metre
alfresco pool at
the Johnson,
Brisbane;
Explora
Patagonia at
the Torres del
Paine National
Park in Chile.
Photo: Explora
Patagonia

BESTVIEWFROM
AHOTELROOM
ExploraPatagonia, Chile
Walk into your roomat this award-
winning lodge and you could be
forgiven for thinking it has awall-
sizedmural of theTorres del Paine,
the trio of granite spires
synonymouswithPatagonia. For
each of ExploraPatagonia’s 50
roomshas jaw-dropping views so
spectacular you’ll feel torn
between lying in your king-sized
bed all day and setting off on a day-
hike or a horse ride to put yourself
in the picture.
See explora.com

BESTAFFORDABLE
LUXURY HOTELSTAY
TheReverie Saigon,Vietnam
Thedesign at theReverie Saigon is
seriously lavish –marble floors,
chandeliers,mosaic-tiledwalls,
floor-to-ceilingwindows – and yet
the prices are surprisingly
reasonable for a beautiful five-star
property in centralHoChiMinh
City. For as little as $300 a night
guests can enjoy the true luxury
experience, including buffet
breakfast, plus access to the
exclusiveReverie Lounge for high
tea and sunset cocktails.
See luxuryescapes.com

BESTARISTOCRATIC
RETREAT
Villa LaMassa, Florence
Sitting right on theArnoRiver
outsideFlorence, this 16th-century
villa and its flower-filled gardens
belonged to theMedicis – thougha
sumptuous spa andoutdoor
swimmingpool aremore recent
additions. Stay in thedaffodil-
yellowmain villa,whichhas an
atmospheric,medieval hall
surroundedbyguest roomsgraced
withRenaissance-style four-poster

beds, andyou’ll feel as if you’re back
in thedays of the grand tour.
See lhw.com

BESTOUTBACKHOTEL
PrairieHotel, SouthAustralia
It doesn’t getmuchmore
quintessentiallyAussie thanSouth

Australia’s PrairieHotel. This
sophisticated outbackpub is set in a
historic stonebuilding in remote
Parachilna (population seven), on the
plains justwest of theFlinders
Ranges.Guest roomsare surprisingly
chic, and from the front patio you can
catch spectacular sunsetswith a
glass of their FargherLager in hand.
An ideal base for day trips into the
desert, to discover ancient fossils and
fascinatingwildlife.
See prairiehotel.com.au

BESTAPARTMENTRENTAL
ApartmentsActually, Paris
ApartmentsActually lets you take
onParis like a local, through their
selection of elegantly styled
apartments in the chicMarais
neighbourhood, aswell as sprawling
houses in Provence. They’ll arrange
neighbourhood tours, private yoga
and cookery classes, whichmeans all
you have to do is book your plane
ticket.
See apartmentsactually.com

BESTPRIVATE ISLAND
Dolphin Island, Fiji
Youhire a private Fijian island for
you and seven friends. Each couple
has their own elegant, timber-
floored bure.Maybe you
paddleboard around the island,
maybe you have amassage,maybe
you laze under the palms by the
infinity pool.Whicheverway,when
you start to get peckish your
personal chefwill pull seafood
from the ocean and cook it up for
you. Sound like a fantasy?Dolphin
Island is the real deal.
See dolphinislandfiji.com

BESTAUSTRALIAN
RESORT MAKEOVER
TheAnchoragePort
Stephens
Thebay has had a fittingmakeover
tomatch its dreamy seaside
surrounds, including luxe new spa,
whisky bar,Hamptons-inspired
rooms (almost every roomhas a
balcony or terracewithwater
views) and infinity pool
overlooking themarina. Nab a sun
lounge by the poolwith its
dedicatedVeuveClicquot bar and
revel in the nautical chic vibe.
See anchorageportstephens.com.au

BESTHOTELPOOL
TheJohnson, Brisbane
TheMichaelKlim-designed
50-metre alfresco poolmakes
checking into this funky, arts-
inspired hotel inBrisbane’s Spring
Hill evenmore rewarding. The
fabulous lap pool overlooks the
inner-city suburb’s jacaranda-
lined streets dottedwith restored
Queenslanders andminers’
cottages. Surrounded by cabanas,
sun lounges, a sundeck and gym
with north-facing views, it’s the
perfect place for a cold ale, and
somemuch-needed pool time.
Oversized inflatable swan optional.
See artserieshotels.com.au/johnson

MYBESTFIND
LISAPAGOTTO, FOUNDER&DIRECTOR,
CROOKEDCOMPASS
‘‘Huntingwith the nomadic
Hadzabe tribe inTanzania.
Armedwith only bows and
arrows,we followed in
silence as they cooeed to
birds, stalked gazelle,
threw their arms into
mongoose holes and
huntedmice out fromunder
the ground before resting in a
hollowed-out baobab tree.’’
See crooked-compass.com


